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I N S I D E

School district earns 13th consecutive clean state audit

continued on page 9

Zeiger Elementary Principal Cari Ake opened her offi ce as a 
classroom for an hour-and-a-half each day last year to provide 
students a place to learn in the overcrowded school. These Young 
Scholars sat on the fl oor to receive their instruction.

New elementary school proposed to relieve overcrowding 

The latest in a string of 13 clean state audits included a review of 
federal grants, including money spent on Career and Technical 
Education items such as Emerald Ridge High fl ight simulators.

School bond election

With overcrowding at record levels last 
year, Zeiger Elementary Principal Cari 
Ake opened her offi ce as a classroom for 
90 minutes each day to provide students 
with a place to learn.

The three half-hour classes included 
nearly a dozen kindergartners, fi rst grad-
ers, and second graders in the district’s 
new Young Scholars program for highly 
capable children, as well 
as smaller groups of stu-
dents identifi ed for extra 
help in reading, writing, 
or math.

Students sat on Ake’s offi ce fl oor or at 
a small corner table to receive instruc-
tion from teachers and support special-
ists. Educators transported their lesson 
plans and teaching materials to and from 
the principal’s offi ce in bins stacked on 
wheeled carts.

“We converted every possible space in the 
school for learning, but we still needed 
more room for these small groups,” Ake 
said. “While not ideal, students and staff 
did the best they could in the situation. 
Because of the overcrowding, we have 
had to be creative in how programs and 
services are offered.”

With 830 students enrolled last year, Zei-
ger Elementary educated nearly 300 more 
children than the school was built to serve 
when it opened in 1996. 

A school bond that will come before 
voters in the November 3, 2015 General 
Election proposes building an elementary 
school in the southwest region to relieve 
crowded conditions at Zeiger Elementary 
and neighboring elementary schools.

The $292.5 million bond also proposes 
replacing and expanding Firgrove, North-
wood, and Sunrise elementary schools, 

and creating more 
classroom space and other 
building improvements to 
address enrollment growth 
at Pope Elementary (see 
articles on those projects 

on pages 4, 5, 8, and 9).

The fi ve proposed projects would cre-
ate additional classroom space for 2,720 
elementary students.

The proposed new southwest elementary 
school would be built large enough to ac-
commodate 44 home rooms, or about six 
classes at each grade level. 

Plans are to locate the school on nearly 
17 acres of undeveloped property owned 
by the district. The site is on 144th Street 
East just west of 80th Avenue Court East. 
A water tower visible from most area 
streets is just east of the property.

The multilevel school would be large 
enough to accommodate full-day kinder-
garten, special education preschool classes, 

and a dedicated science classroom, as well 
as to address enrollment growth projected 
to continue for at least the next decade.

Projections call for an additional 1,600 
students in the next fi ve years in Puyallup, 
with 1,050 of them expected to arrive in 

already overcrowded elementary schools.

With conditions as crowded as they are 
at schools like Zeiger Elementary, and 
knowing that a new school takes three 

More information about 
the November 3, 2015 
school bond election is on 
pages 4, 5, 8, and 9.

The Puyallup School District continued a 
long succession of clean state audits this 
year with news it received its 13th con-
secutive fi nancial review with no fi ndings.

“Having 13 clean audits at a large 
school district shows collaboration 
and a team effort across the board,” 
said Director of Accounting Heather 
Larson. “It takes all of the departments 
and schools working together to make 
sure that we are making smart decisions 
when spending federal dollars and that 
we are holding ourselves accountable to 
our community.”

The Washington State Auditor’s Offi ce 
recently released its fi nancial review of 
how the district — the eighth largest in 
the state — received and spent its money 
in the 2013-14 school year.

Auditors concluded that Puyallup has 

sound fi nancial practices and complies 
with state laws and regulations, as well as 
its own policies and procedures, to protect 
taxpayers’ interests.

Because of its stellar record of clean 
audits, the district qualifi ed again this 
year for an abbreviated version of what is 
normally an extensive detailed look at a 
multitude of fi nancial records, including 
visits to schools and program sites. The 
comprehensive audit is now only done 
every other year.

This year, auditors spent their time re-
viewing the district’s fi nancial statements 
and federal grant money.

Title I federal money, for example, 
provides fi nancial assistance to schools 
with high numbers or high percentages 



Welcome to the start of a new school year

State honors PTA leader for years of service
Each year the Washington Association of 
School Administrators (WASA) recog-
nizes community members or groups in 
recognition of their outstanding contribu-
tions to education.

Dori Tate, who has been active for years 
as a volunteer with school PTAs, the 
Puyallup PTA Council, the Washington 
State PTA, and her community, has been 
selected as the 2015 WASA Region 111 
Community Leadership Award winner.

WASA presents the award based on crite-
ria in the following categories: benefi t to 
students, leadership, motivation, success, 
cooperation and coordination with the 
local district, recognition by others, and 
history of service.

In a letter nominating Tate for the award, 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans attached a 
detailed list of her many volunteer roles 
over the years and wrote, “In addition 
to the attached information detailing 
her outstanding commitment to PTA, I 
would like to nominate Dori Tate for this 
recognition for her relentless commit-
ment to our children, and for her efforts 
to mobilize the parents of the community, 
through PTA, to support and promote a 
healthy and nurturing educational envi-
ronment for our children.”

Yeomans added, “She is an outstanding 
partner for the Puyallup School District in 
helping to communicate effectively with 
the parents of our students and the com-
munity at large. Her service at the school, 
district, regional, and state level in PTA is 
unmatched by anyone in our area.”

The Puyallup School Board honored Tate 
during its June 1 meeting, and the audi-

ence responded with a standing ovation. 
Directors shook hands with the long-
time school volunteer and presented her 
with the engraved plaque that she fi rst 
received in May at the WASA regional 
meeting.

Recognizing years of leadership

Tate began as a school volunteer in 1996 
when her oldest of two sons started kin-
dergarten at Zeiger Elementary School.
Within three years, she was named the 
school’s PTA committee chair, marking 
the beginning of what has been another 
16 years of leadership to local school 
PTAs, the Puyallup PTA Council, and the 
Washington State PTA.

Tate’s two sons, Ian and Colin, attended 
Zeiger Elementary, Ballou Junior High, 
and Rogers High schools. Tate remained 
active with each of their elementary 
and junior high school PTAs, serving in 
leadership roles including president and 
membership chair.

She also served for many years, includ-
ing this past school year, as Puyallup 
PTA Council president. The Council 
oversees all PTA units in the Puyallup 

PTA leader Dori Tate is honored 
for her service to education.

continued on page 11
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School growth supports a vibrant community

Pat Donovan
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PUYALLUP SCHOOL DISTRICT
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between 
the district and the community. Its 
intent and purpose is to provide the 
board and district staff a venue to 
inform community members about 
programs, goals, and activities of 
public education in the Puyallup 
School District.  Please direct 
questions or comments to Brian Fox, 
executive director of communications 
and information, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may 
be directed to Amie Brandmire, 
execut ive  d i rec tor  of  human 
resources, employee relations, and 
school support (253) 841-8764; chief 
equity and achievement offi cer (253) 
840-8966; Title IX coordinator (253) 
841-8785; or Section 504 coordinator 
(253) 841-8700.

In every corner of our school district we 
are experiencing substantial population 
and housing growth. There are so many 
reasons why people are fl ocking to the 
Puyallup community, and great schools 
are high on the list. With hundreds of 
new students in our schools this year and 
between 1,600 and 2,000 more students 
expected in the next fi ve years, the Puyal-
lup School District is one of the fastest 
growing districts in the state of Washing-
ton.

A high-performing school system that 
offers a plethora of academic and extra-
curricular choices for students benefi ts 
students, as well as the community. New 
families who move to our community to 
enroll their children in our schools spend 
their money locally, which in turn benefi ts 
local merchants and service providers. As 
evidenced by the robust growth of busi-
nesses in the Edgewood, Puyallup, and 
South Hill communities, these new arriv-
als are creating many opportunities for our 
community to thrive.

A vibrant and growing community also 
requires the infrastructure to support the 
many new people moving here. Many 
of our schools and support facilities are 
already overcrowded and struggle to sup-
port the growth (see articles on the effects 
of growth on our schools in this issue of 
Connections). The Puyallup School Dis-
trict uses 232 temporary classroom spaces 
(portable classrooms), for example, to 
house its growing student population. This 
is among the highest number of temporary 
classroom spaces in districts statewide. 

It has been nearly 12 years since district 

voters approved a school bond measure to 
fund new facilities. Yet, growth continues. 
There are more than 1,000 homes under 
development at the time of this article and 
several thousand more sites awaiting new 
housing starts in the near future. 

Temporarily moving some sixth grad-
ers to our existing junior high schools 
is a step that must be taken in the short 
term due to the overcrowding situation 
that is becoming acute in some schools. 
This solution, while only temporary, 
highlights the pressures on our school 
facilities.

With a bond measure coming before vot-
ers on November 3, 2015, it is important 
that our community is well-informed of 
the benefi ts of our growing population as 
well as the critical need for infrastructure 
investments in our schools.

Thanks, as always, to our community for 
its continued support of Puyallup School 
District students.

The beginning of the year is always fi lled 
with anticipation. Students want to know 
if their friends are in their classes, what 
their teachers are like, and whether they 
can get through the halls in time for each 
class period. 

If our recent enrollment projections hold 
true, families will notice more students 
in what are already overcrowded classes 
at many of our schools, especially at the 
elementary level. Last May alone, more 
than 60 new elementary students started 
school in our district. This is unheard 

of in most areas, but statistics show that 
more new students, especially elementary 
school-aged children, will be enrolling in 
our schools for at least the next decade.
 
To help make room for the additional 
students, the school board approved a 
three-year plan last spring to temporar-
ily move sixth graders at some of our 
elementary schools to junior high schools 
with available space. The moves begin 
this fall, starting with Zeiger Elementary 
sixth graders moving to the Ballou Junior 
High campus. 

For a long-term solution, the board has 
placed a school bond on the November 3, 
2015 election ballot. The bond proposes 
building one new elementary school, 
replacing and expanding three existing 
elementary schools, and adding classroom 
and support space onto another elemen-
tary school. Information about each of 

these bond projects is outlined in this is-
sue of Connections and is also available in 
each of the district’s 32 schools and on the 
school district website.

Meanwhile, our employees have been 
busy this summer preparing school build-
ings and themselves for the challenges of 
a new school year. Staff has been doing 
major cleaning and minor building up-
grades, learning new teaching techniques, 
readying new computers and repurposing 
existing ones, and planning new lunch 
items in advance of the fi rst day. 

We as a school board are excited about 
this coming year — seeing the progress 
toward accomplishing goals, and prepar-
ing new ones. We are looking forward to 
seeing all of the bright smiling faces the 
fi rst day of school. Whether it’s the fi rst 
day of full-day kindergarten or the last 
year of high school, welcome back!   
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School registration and class assignments 

Community groups 
host free back-to-
school fairs in August

continued on page 10

Waller Road Elementary School teacher Terry Essman reviews the 
calendar and asks questions during a review with her fi rst graders 
before school let out in June.  

Registration begins Thursday, August 26 
at elementary schools across the district 
for kindergartners and all other elemen-
tary students new to the Puyallup School 
District.

Registration hours vary by school. Contact 
local elementary schools to determine 
registration times.

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy of 
the child’s immunization record, a birth 
certifi cate, and proof of address such as a 
lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two through 
six, parents should bring the child’s im-
munization record, last report card, and 
proof of address such as a lease agreement 
or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immunizations 
are on the Puyallup School District web-
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 435-6726.

Classroom assignments for new
and returning elementary students

Elementary students who attended district 
schools in the 2014-15 school year or who 
registered early in the summer as students 
new to the district will be notifi ed of 
their classroom teacher and room number 
through postcards mailed on August 31.

Parents are advised to contact the school 
if they have not received the postcard by 
September 2.

All newly enrolled elementary students 

who register on or after August 31 will 
receive their classroom assignment infor-
mation, including their teacher and room 
number, either at the time of registration 
or by calling the school one to two days 
after registration.

New junior high and 
high school students

Parents may register junior high and high 
school students new to the district by 
calling the junior high or high school in 
their attendance area for specifi c registra-
tion information and to make an appoint-
ment to meet with a counselor beginning 
August 24.

The following documents are required 

when registering junior high and high 
school students:

• Immunization record
• Transcript or last report card
• Withdrawal information from the 

previous school
• Proof of address such as a utility bill or 

a lease agreement
• Individualized Education Plan (IEP) if 

the student receives special services

For more information about junior high 
school registration, call (253) 840-8971.

For more information about high school 
registration, call the high school in the 
student’s attendance area.

Free backpacks and school supplies, 
medical and dental screenings, haircuts, 
gently used clothing, and more will be 
offered at back-to-school fairs coor-
dinated by two different community 
groups in August.

Saturday, August 22
Mountain View Community Center

The Mountain View Community Cen-
ter will host its annual back-to-school 
fair and barbecue on Saturday, August 
22 in Edgewood.

The event is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Mountain View Community Center, 
3607 122nd Ave. E. in Edgewood.

Students must be present to receive 
backpacks and school supplies.

Face-painting, a barbecue lunch, 
music, and other activities will also be 
featured at the free event, sponsored by 
the Mountain View Community Center.

Parents are asked to bring a copy of 
their child’s immunization record.

Saturday, August 29
Puyallup Foursquare Church

Puyallup Foursquare Church is hosting 
its fi rst “Foursquare Cares” event, of-
fering free backpacks, school supplies, 
haircuts, dental screenings, immuniza-
tions, food, entertainment, and more on 
Saturday, August 29 in Puyallup.

The event is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Puyallup Foursquare Church North 
Campus, 601 9th Ave. S.E. in Puyallup.

Students must be present to receive 
back-to-school supplies and services, 
which will be distributed on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. 

The event is open to all students in 
kindergarten through grade 12 and 
especially designed to help students in 
need.

Parents are encouraged to bring a copy 
of their child’s immunization record.

Back-to-school 
information on 
district website
Back-to-school information is posted 
on the district website. Students, par-
ents, and community members can fi nd 
information such as:

• The 2015-16 school year calendar 
and bell schedules.

• New online athletic clearance forms 
and baseline concussion screening 
requirements.

• Stage and booth schedules for 
Education Day at the Fair on 
Wednesday, September 16.

• Post-High School Planning Night 
September 21 at Pierce College 
Puyallup.

• Newly assigned district leadership.
• The 2015-16 school board meeting 

schedule, including new locations at 
Aylen and Stahl junior high schools.

• Dates for the annual fall sexual 
health and HIV/AIDS curricula 
previews. The elementary preview 
is September 23, and the junior high 
preview is September 30.

• Volunteer opportunities in the 
schools.

There is no doubt in Jacob Friedlander’s 
mind that he will go to college. The same 
goes for classmate Lexi Diamond.

“I want to go to college and work for the 
FBI as an investigator,” Friedlander said. 

Diamond, who loves to read and write, 
is considering being an author. “I’m also 
thinking about music or theatre,” she said 
excitedly.

As incoming sixth graders this year, the 
two Ridgecrest Elementary students are 
not only thinking about careers, they are 
talking about what they need to do to go 
to college and how they will be successful 
once they get there.

Friedlander talks about the need to study 
hard, while Diamond stresses the im-
portance of being organized, turning 
in homework, and applying for college 
scholarships.

Both of the 11-year-olds have also learned 
that college is a fun place where they can 
join clubs, make friends, and take interest-
ing classes that challenge their thinking.

Friedlander and Diamond are among 
several dozen fi fth and sixth graders who 
participated in a new partnership last year 
pairing Ridgecrest Elementary students 
with Pierce College students. 

The “College Access Corps” program, 
which started in March, returns this fall to 
Ridgecrest Elementary.

Pierce College student coaches, referred 
to by elementary students simply as their 
“buddies,” have lunch with the younger 
students, do planned activities or discus-
sions that relate to the college experience, 
and walk the track, shoot hoops, or play 
four square during recess.

The atmosphere is low-key and fun with 

a powerful message to help younger stu-
dents aspire to graduate high school and 
plan for post-secondary education.

The Pierce College students must be 
approved as Puyallup School District 
volunteers before participating in the 
weekly activities with Ridgecrest Elemen-
tary students. The program is funded with 
a grant from the Corporation for National 
and Community Service.

The program’s intent is to support eco-
nomically disadvantaged students to be-
come more academically engaged in their 
education, increase academic preparedness 
for post-secondary education, and become 
more knowledgeable about the college 
application and fi nancial aid process, said 
program coordinator Sarah McDaniel.

Worksheets and games during lunch help 

students to explore what kind of student 
they are and what their futures might look 
like after high school, said McDaniel, 
an AmeriCorps employee who works at 
Pierce College.

Students also interview family members, 
college coaches, or others who they know 
have gone to college about their experi-
ences.

Ridgecrest Elementary Principal Adriana 
Julian learned about the program from a 
colleague at Pierce College and jumped at 
the chance to participate.

The free program is open to all fi fth and 
sixth graders at Ridgecrest Elementary 
regardless of income; however, at least 50 
percent of those served must be from low-

Partnership inspires students to attend college

Pierce College of Puyallup College Access Corps volunteer 
Danielle Tucker (right) visits during lunch with Ridgecrest 
Elementary students (from left) Emma Gillespie, Cindy Kuc, and 
Haven Sargent.
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School bond election
continued from page 1

Register to vote November 3, 2015 bond election
Frequently asked questions and answersThe deadline to register by mail or online 

to vote in the November 3, 2015 General 
Election is October 5. All registrations 
must be postmarked by this date.
 
To register to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must be: 

• At least 18 years old by Election Day.
• A United States citizen and legal 

Washington state resident.
• Not under Department of Corrections 

supervision for a Washington felony 
conviction.

• Not disqualifi ed from voting due to a 
court order.

 
Register by mail
 

Voter registra-
tion forms are 
available at each 
of the Puyallup 
School District’s 
32 schools, the 
school district’s 
Education Ser-

vice Center, public libraries, staffed fi re 
stations in unincorporated Pierce County, 
city clerks’ offi ces, most state offi ces, and 
the Pierce County Elections Division.
 
Forms may also be accessed on the Inter-
net at www.sos.wa.gov/elections/register-
mail.aspx or by calling the Pierce County 
Elections Division at (253) 798-VOTE 
(8683).
 
If registering by mail and it is the fi rst 
time registering to vote in Pierce County, 
applicants must list on the form a Wash-
ington state driver’s license or the last four 
digits of their Social Security number.
 
Register online
 
To register online, visit www.sos.wa.gov/
elections/myvote/olvr.html. A valid Wash-
ington state driver’s license or Washington 
state-issued identifi cation card is required 
to register online.
 
Register in person
 
Pierce County residents not yet regis-
tered to vote in Washington who miss the 
mail-in or online deadlines can register 
in person from October 6 to October 26. 
In-person voter registration is done at the 
Pierce County Elections Division.

The following are some frequently 
asked questions about the proposed 
$292.5 million school bond that will 
appear on the November 3, 2015 Gen-
eral Election ballot.

What is a school bond?

A bond pays for capital projects such 
as new school construction, renovation, 
replacement, and other school improve-
ments. The last voter-approved school 
bond in 2004, for example, paid for 
construction of Glacier View Junior 
High and Carson and Edgerton elemen-
tary schools, replacement of Kalles and 
Aylen junior high schools, remodels or 
renovations at several other schools, 
and updated student and staff computer 
equipment.

How is a school bond different 
from an educational programs 
and operations school levy?

An educational programs and opera-
tions school levy, also referred to as a 
maintenance levy, helps fund day-to-
day learning needs such as textbooks 
and extracurricular programs. Puyallup 
School District voters last approved a 
four-year school programs and opera-
tions levy in February 2014.

Why does the school district need 
a school bond election now?

When the bond comes before voters in 
November, it will have been nearly 12 
years since the last school bond was 
approved. Enrollment growth over the 
past decade has created a need for more 
classrooms and the replacement of 
aging facilities and equipment. Puyal-
lup is the eighth largest school district 
in Washington with more than 22,250 
students. Enrollment projections call 
for continued surging growth through-
out the district, with an additional 1,600 
students expected to arrive in Puyallup 
schools in the next fi ve years. Most 
of that growth — 1,050 children — is 
projected at the elementary level.

What are the election 
requirements?

The bond requires a 60 percent su-

permajority to pass. Voter turnout must be 
at least 40 percent of the previous general 
election.

What is the cost?

The proposed bond would cost taxpayers 
an estimated 2 cents more per $1,000 of 
assessed property valuation. The owner of 
a home valued at $250,000, for example, 
would pay about $5 more per year in taxes 
levied by the district.

How does the cost change the school 
district’s overall tax rate?

The district’s total current tax rate as 
of October 2014 is $6.50 per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation. The proposed bond 
would result in a new estimated combined 
tax rate of $6.52 per $1,000 of assessed 
valuation.

Why is the cost so low compared to 
other recent school bond proposals?

The district is proposing refi nancing 
about $34 million of a six-year School 
Facility Improvements and Technology 
Upgrades Levy approved by voters in 
2014. The amount is included in the pro-
posed bond, which would be spread over 
21 years rather than six. The money 
to fund the technology projects in the 
six-year levy will not be refi nanced. Ad-

ditionally, district property values have 
increased over the past year because of 
the improved economy. Higher prop-
erty values result in lower rates.

Are some residents eligible for
tax exemptions?

Yes. Puyallup School District resi-
dents who are 61 years of age or 
older by December 31, 2014 and 
whose household income is $35,000 
or less may qualify for a tax exemp-
tion from all or part of the proposed 
2015 school bond. Regardless of age, 
residents who have a disability that 
prevents them from being employed 
may also qualify for this exemption. 
Exemptions must be renewed at least 
once every six years unless there is 
a change in status or income. Proof 
of income and disability is required. 
Additional information on tax exemp-
tions is available by contacting the 
Senior Citizen and Disabled Persons 
Exemption Department Hotline at 
(253) 798-2169. More information is 
also available on the Pierce County 
Assessor-Treasurer website.

My child’s school is overcrowded, 
but I don’t see it listed as a project 
on the proposed school bond. Why 
not?

The fi ve school construction and 
renovation projects on the proposed 
school bond will address overcrowding 
and continued enrollment growth not 
only at the fi ve proposed project sites, 
but also at other schools experiencing 
growth. School boundaries would be 
studied districtwide to refl ect the larger 
schools or classroom additions that 
would be built. 

How can I learn more?

Visit the Puyallup School District web-
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Where can I get other questions 
answered?

The district has set up an email ad-
dress especially for questions about the 
proposed school bond. Send questions to 
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

years to design and build, the school board 
has decided to provide some immediate 
relief to overcrowded buildings starting 
this fall.

Directors agreed to move sixth graders 
at the district’s most crowded elementary 
schools to junior high schools with avail-
able space.

The move, which starts this fall with sixth 
graders from Zeiger Elementary going to 
Ballou Junior High, is part of a three-year 
plan to address overcrowding. Six more 
elementary schools will be affected by 
the temporary sixth-grade moves over the 
next two years.

Ake said the move will provide some 
much-needed relief at Zeiger Elementary, 
which educates students both inside the 
building and outside in 13 temporary in-
structional spaces — detached units com-
monly referred to as portable classrooms.

The Puyallup School District has among 
the highest number of temporary instruc-
tional spaces in the state with 232 of the 
units spread across the district campuses. 

Completion of the fi ve proposed bond 
projects would reduce the existing de-
mand for 122 elementary school portable 
classrooms down to 22 of the detached 
units.

Portable classrooms are not considered 
a long-term housing solution because 
they only provide about half of the space 
necessary to meet educational needs, said 
Rudy Fyles, chief operations offi cer.

Students who attend classes in the 
detached units must still come into the 
permanent school building to use the gym, 
library, restrooms, and cafeteria, see the 
school counselor and nurse, and attend 
school assemblies.

The temporary instructional spaces are 
also far more costly to maintain, he said.

The new southwest elementary school 

would begin design work in January 2016 
and start construction in February 2018, 
with completion set for August 2019. 

For more information about the proposed 
November 3, 2015 school bond election, 
including voter registration deadlines, fre-
quently asked questions, and tax exemp-
tions, visit the Puyallup School District 
website. The district website is at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The chart above refl ects a timeline of the proposed bond projects in the November 3, 2015 Special 
Election. The left edge of each yellow bar indicates when the proposed project begins, and the right 
edge of each bar refl ects when the project is estimated to be completed. The timeline for each project 
includes both the design and construction phase. Find more information about the bond projects 
throughout this issue of Connections and on the district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The chart above refl ects a timeline of the proposed school bond projects in the November 3, 2015 
General Election. The left edge of each blue bar indicates when the proposed project begins, and the 
right edge of each bar refl ects when the project is estimated to be completed. The timeline for each 
project includes both the design and construction phase. Find more information about the bond 
projects throughout this issue of Connections and on the district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Bond Election
November 3, 2015

November 3, 2015 proposed bond projects

  Firgrove Elementary replacement 

  New southwest area elementary school

  Northwood Elementary replacement

    Pope Elementary expansion and renovation 

    Sunrise Elementary replacement

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
 Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep
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Cramped learning spaces and insuffi cient 
parking.
 
Old wiring that struggles to keep up with 
current technology. 

Unreliable plumbing, long student 
dropoff and pickup lines, and worn and 
frayed carpeting. 

Outdated building designs that fall short 
of supporting best teaching and learning 
practices. 

While the list of teaching and learning 
challenges continues to grow at ag-
ing Firgrove, Northwood, and Sunrise 
elementary schools, so does student 
enrollment, putting additional pressure on 
old structures.

The three schools have either exceeded 
the number of students the buildings were 
designed to serve or are quickly ap-
proaching that threshold with a fl urry of 
new home construction.

A proposal to address enrollment growth 
by replacing and expanding the capac-
ity of Firgrove, Northwood, and Sunrise 
elementary schools comes before voters 
in the November 3, 2015 school bond 
election.

Enrollment this past year exceeded the 
school’s building capacity, or the size 
it was designed to serve, by nearly 100 
students. School leaders tried creative solu-
tions to maximize available space, includ-
ing renovating a custodial closet into a 
teaching area for small-group instruction.

Teacher Heather Cage attempted to make 
the former custodial room welcoming with 
posters on the wall, shelving, and a table 
and chairs; however, signs of the room’s 
intended use were still visible. The staff 
was unable to hide or move an electrical 
panel along one wall, a built-in metal wall 
ladder on another, and a tall wooden ladder 
in the corner.

When Firgrove Elementary fi rst opened in 
1930, it fronted a small country road.
Today that road — Meridian Avenue East 
(also known as State Route 161) — is a 
busy corridor shuttling more than 40,000 
travelers north and south each day.

“It’s like a freeway outside our front door,”  
Schroeder said. 

While the posted speed limit along that 
stretch of Meridian Avenue East is 40 mph 
(20 mph in the school speed zone when 
children are present), cars travel much 
faster than that, she said. “It’s really a 

“We have had parents comment during 
conference time how loud it is,” she said. 
“It is quite obtrusive.”

The hodge-podge of classroom additions 
and placement of detached temporary 
instructional spaces over the past eight de-
cades also creates supervision and security 
issues such as blind corners that make it 
diffi cult to see children at recess, she said. 

Schroeder can’t even see the front entry 
doors from her offi ce, unlike newer 
schools where the principal’s offi ce is 
situated to see activity in and out of the 
school.

The offi ce confi guration “also isn’t as 
welcoming as we would like,” Schroeder 
said. Even with signs marked at the end 
of the entry hall, “people have a hard time 
fi nding us compared to schools where the 
offi ce is right inside the front doors.”

Because of the proximity of Firgrove El-
ementary to the busy main road, students 
load and unload school buses not far from 
fast-moving trucks and cars. For this rea-
son, at the end of the school day, students 
are told to wait behind a safety line until 
an adult escorts them to their bus.

The district has addressed growth issues 
at the school in years past by moving, for 
example, the parent vehicle drop-off and 
pickup lines away from the front of the 
school to an area behind 
the elementary school adja-
cent to Ballou Junior High. 
Before then, cars often 
backed up onto Meridian 
Avenue South.

As the school has grown in 
enrollment, so has the de-
mand for parking spaces. It 
was also designed without 
a designated cafeteria and 
food service area.

The proposed Firgrove El-
ementary replacement and 
expansion project would 
begin design work in Janu-
ary 2016, start construction 
in February 2018, and be 
complete by August 2019.

Northwood Elementary School

Proposal: Replace the school with a new 
structure near the existing building on 
campus and enlarge it to serve an addi-
tional 400-plus students (large enough to 
hold about four classrooms in each grade 
level).

After years of hearing about growth to the 
south of them, it may come as a surprise 
to Edgewood residents that enrollment is 
growing at a North Hill school.

Yet, signs of a growing economy are ev-
erywhere, especially to families that drive 
to and from Northwood Elementary.

What for years was a sprawling green 
pasture just west of the school building 
where students and staff looked forward 
to seeing cows feeding their babies each 
spring is now rows of single-family homes 
in various stages of construction.
 
Site development for the 33-unit “North-
wood Estates” housing complex began 
just before school let out in June.

Further west and down the hill from 
the school is the expansive “Westridge” 
development, which is being cleared and 
graded for construction of 290 single-
family homes.

This is the largest single-family develop-
ment in Edgewood’s history, said Brian 
Devereux, the school district’s director of 
facilities planning.

Further east, on land previously used as a 
fl ower farm and visible from the North-
wood Elementary playground, is “Arbors 
at Edgewood.” The 254 apartment units 
are projected to begin construction this 
summer and be built in two phases along 
Meridian Avenue East.

“Everywhere you look there is growth,” 
said Principal Melanie Helle, who at-

tended Northwood Elementary as a child. 

When Helle attended the school, there 
were less than 150 students enrolled. That 
number has since more than doubled, cre-
ating “traffi c jams in the hall” when kids 
are coming and going to and from music, 
the library, recess, and class, she said.

While historically the school has had the 
luxury of some vacant classrooms, those 

All three schools would have 30 home 
rooms, similar in size to the last two 
elementary schools built in this dis-
trict (Edgerton and Carson elementary 
schools). This school size generally 
supports four classrooms for each grade 
level.

Each project would also accommodate 
full-day kindergarten classes, special edu-
cation preschool classes, and a dedicated 
science classroom.

Firgrove Elementary School

Proposal:  Replace the school with a new 
one on district-owned property adjacent 
to Ballou Junior High and expand the 
school size to serve an additional 200-
plus students (large enough to hold about 
four classrooms in each grade level).

Space is at a premium at the aging Fir-
grove Elementary School, which opened 
more than eight decades ago in 1930. 

Herbert Hoover was president at the time, 
and the country had entered the Great 
Depression.

Even with numerous classroom addi-
tions over its 85-year history, as well 
as 12 temporary instructional spaces 
(portable classrooms) located on site, 
the school was still squeezed for teach-
ing space this past year, said Principal 
Kristen Schroeder. 

safety issue for our kids, especially young 
children like kindergartners and preschool-
ers.”

In the eight decades since the original Fir-
grove Elementary opened, the school has 
had four additions (1951, 1961, 1977, and 
1980) and a remodel in 1985.

The additions over the past 85 years don’t 
change the fact, however, that the school  
has old plumbing, old wiring, interior 
classrooms without windows, and an 
outdated school design that doesn’t support 
best instructional practices such as team 
teaching and collaboration, Schroeder said. 

“We are proud of our school,” Schroeder 
said, “but the building still functions poor-
ly because of the many add-ons over the 
years. We’ve been piecing things together 
for a very long time.”

Despite the best efforts of the district’s 
maintenance department, the original 
Firgrove Elementary brick building on 
the south side of the campus routinely has 
heating and cooling issues, causing stu-
dents to either bundle up in jackets in cold 
weather or try and stay cool in hot weather, 
Schroeder said.

It’s also not uncommon for the heating and 
cooling system to leak in various locations 
of the school, she said, and for the cool-
ing system to be especially loud in some 
classrooms.

Bond proposes replacing and expanding three schools

Firgrove Elementary students load and unload school buses not 
far from fast-moving trucks and cars on Meridian Avenue East. The 
school was built in 1930 when it fronted a small country road.

Firgrove Elementary teacher Jessica Johnson presents a social 
studies lesson to students who met last year in a renovated 
custodial closet because of school overcrowding.

Northwood Elementary second graders 
Jonna Dittus (left) and Rianne Melicano work 
on a class project together.



New roofs, carpeting, paint, furniture, 
earthquake safety improvements, and a 
districtwide classroom renumbering sys-
tem are among a list of facility improve-
ments under way since school let out in 
June.

Many of the improvements are being 
funded with money approved by voters in 
the 2014 school facility improvements and 
technology upgrades levy.

New paint, carpeting, and furniture
Waller Road Elementary

One of the most notable facility improve-
ments completed this summer is at Waller 
Road Elementary.

Pressure washing began the middle of last 
month, followed by a fresh coat of paint 
on the aging building’s exterior.

Students and staff will also return this 
fall to fi nd new carpeting throughout the 
school, as well as newly purchased student 
and teacher desks, computer lab tables, 
and multipurpose room chairs.

New furniture has also been installed in 
the main offi ce and some smaller offi ces 
and meeting rooms.

“Much of the furniture was looking pretty 
sad,” said Mike Meadows, the district’s di-
rector of construction. “The improvements 
will be a signifi cant update to the school.”

In addition to the carpeting, paint, and fur-
niture, workers also removed overgrown 
shrubbery around the school and replaced 
it with new landscaping, Meadows said.

The school improvements were funded 
with a combination of school levy money 
and funds the school board agreed in June 
to transfer from the district’s general fund 
to the capital projects fund.

Earthquake safety improvements
Puyallup High

It’s been 57 years since the current Puyal-
lup High School gym opened to students 
and staff, and recent studies have shown 
the facility to be in need of earthquake 
safety improvements.

Puyallup High is one of the last buildings 
in this district targeted for repairs based on 
a 1998 and 2002 seismic study of district 
facilities, Meadows said.

The improvement project included expos-
ing sections of the gym ceiling, remov-
ing or re-routing systems such as water 
piping, heating and cooling, and wiring, 
adding seismic supports, and then replac-
ing the various piping and other systems, 
Meadows said.

The project was included in the 2014 

school facility improvements and technol-
ogy upgrades levy.

In a related seismic project, workers com-
pleted structural improvements this sum-
mer on the Wildwood Elementary School 
play shed, Meadows said.

Roof replacements
Brouillet and Ridgecrest elementary 
schools and central kitchen

Voter-approved school levy money also 
paid to replace the roof at Brouillet and 
Ridgecrest elementary schools and the 
school district’s central kitchen.

Strings of bright yellow plastic fl ags 
stretched across the Ridgecrest Elementary 
roof early last month to mark work under 
way on the South Hill school’s aging roof.

Not long after that project began, roofers 

arrived to begin tearing off the old and 
installing the new roofs at Brouillet El-
ementary on the south end of the district 
and the district’s central kitchen on South 
Hill just west of Costco.

Caring for a school roof is much like 
caring for the roof on a home. Over the 
years, wind, rain, and other factors can 
result in leaks or other maintenance is-
sues that need to be repaired.

At some point, the roof fi nally outlives 
its normal life span and needs to be re-
placed, said Rudy Fyles, chief operations 
offi cer.

Ridgecrest Elementary, located near 
Shaw and Military roads on South Hill, 
opened in 1981. Brouillet Elementary, 
located in the Gem Heights development 

Summer facility improvements throughout the district included making earthquake safety 
improvements in the gym ceiling at Puyallup High, as well as pressure washing and painting the 
exterior of Waller Road Elementary. The elementary school also opens this fall with new carpeting and 
classroom furniture.

continued on page 7

Pam Reichel is CTE Teacher of the Year
Pam Reichel, Medical Careers Academy 
instructor at Puyallup High School, is 
the 2015 Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) Teacher of the Year.

The school board and audience recog-
nized Reichel with a standing ovation 
at the May 4 board meeting, where she 
was presented with a CTE Teacher of the 
Year certifi cate. The award is given an-
nually to a deserving instructor.

Mark Knight, executive director of col-
lege and career readiness, shared with 
the school board about Reichel’s contri-
butions to student success. 

He explained how Reichel oversees 
Medical Careers Academy, a magnet pro-
gram open to all Puyallup School District 
high school students.

Reichel started the academy fi ve years 
ago as an advanced program that serves 
students interested in pursuing medical 
or other health care careers. Students 
apply to participate in the program 
and must have successfully passed an 
Anatomy and Physiology class to qualify 
for admission.

“Pam basically built this program from the 
ground up,” Knight said. “It is refl ection of 
her, and it is a phenomenal program.”

In addition to the Medical Careers 
Academy, Reichel teaches a Medical 
Terminology class, an Introduction to 
Medical Careers class, and an Anatomy 
and Physiology class.
 
Reichel has worked 15 years at Puyallup 
High. She started as a substitute secre-

tary in the school’s 
Career Center and 
a substitute para-
educator (teaching 
assistant). After earn-
ing her CTE certi-
fi cation, she started 
teaching medical 
careers classes 13 
years ago.

It was a natural 
transition to teach 
medical classes, she 
said, since she had 
worked in past years 
as an emergency 
medical technician, 
a medical equipment 
sales representative, 
and an assisted living 
facility marketing 
representative. 

During her 13 years teaching CTE classes, 
Reichel sought out community partner-
ships to provide students with access to 
internships, job shadow opportunities, and 
guest speakers.

“She has made tremendous contacts and 
given our students the opportunity to really 
explore the medical fi eld,” Knight said. 

Reichel has developed a successful partner-
ship, for example, with nearby MultiCare 
Good Samaritan Hospital in Puyallup and 
its Children’s Therapy Unit. “It’s important 
to me to get these kids out in the commu-
nity and actually see the various health care 
careers open to them,” she said.

Enrollment in the Medical Careers Acad-

emy has steadily increased over the years, 
she said, with a waiting list each year of 
students hoping to land a spot in the class.

Because enrollment is limited to 20 stu-
dents, students are generally able to enroll 
by the time they reach their senior year, 
she said.

In addition to teaching daily classes, 
Reichel advises the Health Occupations 
Students of America (HOSA) campus 
club — a role she has held for the past six 
years.

Club members serve Puyallup High 
School and their community through ser-

Walker High School 
celebrates 40 years
Walker High School celebrated its 40th 
anniversary in May by hosting a celebra-
tion featuring guest speakers, displays of 
student work, the fi lling and sealing of a 
time capsule, and the unveiling of a new 
school mascot and student-created mascot 
logo.

More than 50 guests, including alumni, 
school staff, and community members 
also viewed student work, school history 
displays, and items that were sealed inside 
the school’s time capsule. 

The school also unveiled and dedicated 
its new mascot logo, designed by 2015 

graduate Savannah Dodson as part of a 
schoolwide contest. “We are now offi -
cially the Walker Wolves,” said Principal 
Alicia Nosworthy.

The time capsule, painted by Walker High 
art students, was also displayed, fi lled 
with artifacts, and sealed. The capsule will 
be displayed in the Walker High offi ce 
until it is reopened in 20 years.

See more photos and a video of the 
school’s 40th anniversary celebration on 
the district website.continued on page 7

Puyallup High Medical Careers Academy 
instructor Pam Reichel chats with students (from 
left) John Sherwood and Austin Wetterhus.

 6 Connections August 2015 A Tradition of Excellence

Summer projects improve school safety, appearance



on South Hill, opened in 1990.

The central kitchen, located on 39th 
Avenue Southwest on South Hill adjacent 
to the district’s Information Technology 
Center and warehouse, was built in 1997.

The three roofs installed this summer 
are each designed to last 20 to 25 years, 
Meadows said.

Classroom renumbering system 
Districtwide

New room numbers have been assigned to 
every classroom in the district, effective 
this fall.

vice projects such as planning campus 
blood drives, running a school-based 
food pantry for families in need, helping 
at a winter holiday 
party for MultiCare 
Good Samaritan 
Children’s Therapy 
Unit, and making 
blankets for those 
less fortunate.

HOSA Club Presi-
dent Emily Olson, 
who graduated in 
June and is eyeing 
a career as a pediatric oncology nurse, 
described Reichel as “a compassionate 
teacher” who is willing to help every 
student be successful.

Olson said the Medical Careers Acade-
my “totally opened our eyes to different 
kinds of careers in the medical fi eld.”

Medical Careers Academy student John 
Sherwood, who also graduated in June, 
said he planned to go to college to pur-
sue a possible career as a radiologist or 
physical therapist. He said it was helpful 
being able to recently tour the imag-
ing/radiology department at MultiCare 
Good Samaritan Hospital.

Sherwood praised Reichel as a teacher.
“She is dedicated, hard-working, en-
couraging, and most of all, supportive,” 
he said.

The new numbers are part of an organized 
wayfi nding system funded as part of an 
emergency response systems grant.

The signage is designed to help students 
and visitors, as well as law enforcement, 
easily and quickly fi nd their way to loca-
tions within a school.

Plans are for most of the junior high and 
high school classrooms to have new num-
bers permanently posted by the fi rst day of 
school on September 8, Fyles said.

Replacing the permanent signage at 
elementary schools will follow early this 
fall; however, students and families will 
see new room numbers temporarily posted 
on sheets of paper next to the old room 
numbers outside classroom doors.

Wayfi nding signage similar to what one 
might see in a hotel — posted signs near 
the hallway entries, for example, that iden-
tify room numbers with arrows directing 
people to their location — are also being 
installed in each of the district’s 32 schools.

Exterior painting
Emerald Ridge High 

Numerous areas of  Emerald Ridge High 
School’s exterior walls will be repainted 
starting this month. The surfaces had 
weathered since the building opened 15 
years ago.

This project wasn’t scheduled until sum-
mer of 2016; however, it was moved up to 
this summer because of savings on previ-
ous school levy projects.

continued from page 6

Summer improvements

continued from page 6
Teacher of the Year

Mother-daughter bus driver duo 
win state ‘Roadeo’ competition
Mother-daughter Puyallup School District 
bus driver duo Linda Kalmbach and 
Alissa Hamilton are state champions after 
winning the special needs bus driving 
competition at the annual state school bus 
“Roadeo” championship.

The event, held in late June in Yakima, is 
part of the annual Washington Association 
for Pupil Transportation Roadeo, which 
features bus drivers from across the state.

By winning the state championship, the 
two drivers will advance to the national 
Roadeo competition in March 2016 in 
Louisville, Kentucky.

This is the second time that Kalmbach has 
won fi rst place at the state Roadeo event 

and advanced to the national competition. 
In 2013, she and driver Carolyn Wilhelm 
won the state competition and took second 
place at the national contest.

Wilhelm competed again this year with 
driver Jan Buhl and took fourth place at 
the state special needs bus driving compe-
tition. 

To qualify for the state competition, par-
ticipants must fi rst excel in regional com-
petitions. Drivers who place fi rst, second, 
or third at the regional event advance to 
the state contest. Kalmbach and Hamilton 
also won fi rst place at regionals.

Read more about Kalmbach’s and Hamil-
ton’s state win on the district website.

Student athletes continued a string of suc-
cessful sports seasons by clinching several 
league titles last spring while demonstrat-
ing excellence in the classroom.

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 
and fi tness, presented the Puyallup School 
Board with a spring athletics season wrap-
up in June featuring team and individual 
highlights.

The board congratulated the Rogers High 
School boys track and fi eld team and the 
Emerald Ridge High boys golf team on 
being named 2015 Washington Interscho-
lastic Athletics and Activities (WIAA) 
Class 4A State Academic Champions for 
the spring sports season.

The Rogers High boys track and fi eld 
team, accompanied at the meeting by 
coach Dan Carlson, earned a 3.627 com-
bined team GPA, which was the highest in 
the state for that Class 4A sport.

The Emerald Ridge High boys golf team, 
recognized by the board along with coach-
es Doug Hovde and Tim Spears, earned 
a 3.721 combined team GPA — also the 
highest in Washington state for that sport.

The South Puget Sound League (SPSL) 
South Division also honored Puyallup 
High School athletic teams as the 2015 
Spring Sportsmanship winner and the 
2015 South Division All Sport Champi-
ons.

Several teams throughout the district won 
SPSL league titles, including the Puyallup 
High baseball, fastpitch, girls tennis, and 
boys soccer teams. The Vikings baseball 
team went on to place second in the West 
Central District and advanced to the state 

playoffs, where it tied for fi fth place.

The Emerald Ridge High boys track team 
also shared a league title, and several track 
and fi eld athletes from all three compre-
hensive high schools placed high in the 
standings at the state meet. 

Students who secured one of the top 
fi ve track and fi eld spots in Washington 
included the 4 x 100-meter relay team fea-

turing Rogers High runners Tyliah Fort, 
Shaiyenne Monroe, Tammy Kayongo, 
and Jelani Heath. The team placed second 
in state. The same team also took fourth 
place in the 4 x 200-meter relay.

The Rogers Rams Malaina Thacker also 
clinched third place in the 800-meter run, 
while teammate Jelani Heath took third 
place in the long jump.

Emerald Ridge High track team member 
Karlee Stueckle, a ninth grader at Stahl 
Junior High last year, took fi fth place in 
state in the 300-meter hurdles. In boys 
track and fi eld, Rogers High athlete Kyler 
Ooley took fi fth place in the 100-meter 
dash. 

The SPSL South Division also awarded 
two district coaches with Coach of the 
Year honors in their respective sports. 

The spring coaching recognition went to 
Puyallup High girls tennis coach Brooks 
Hazen and Emerald Ridge High boys 
track coach Bob Frey.

“I commend all of our student athletes for 
their work this spring,” Wells said. “While 
I place a premium on academic perfor-
mance … the values and character traits 
that athletics teach are what will matter 
most for being successful in life.”

Read more about spring season athletic 
and academic accomplishments on the 
Puyallup School District website at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, 
point to “Programs” and click “Activi-
ties & Athletics.” A compilation of spring 
sports season highlights from all three 
comprehensive high schools is available 
on the Web page.

Top honors awarded 
in district art show
More than 100 students, teachers, 
family members, and friends fi lled the 
Karshner Museum and Center for Cul-

ture & Arts in late May for the 17th an-
nual Dan Vesey-Deb Munson Art Show.

The show featured 130 pieces of art-
work, including ceramics, paintings, 
and photography by students in kinder-
garten through grade 12. See photos of 
all of this year’s award-winning artwork 
and artists on the district website.

First Place Photography
Cameron LaBorn

Spring sports wrap-up
Athletes excel on the fi eld and in the classroom

Bus drivers (from left) Linda Kalmbach and Alissa Hamilton display 
their fi rst-place trophy for winning the special needs bus driving 
competition at the state school bus “Roadeo.” 

Puyallup High baseball player 
Riley Pletcher contributed to 
the team’s successful season 
as South Puget Sound League 
South Division champions.

photo courtesy of Bailey Plumb
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Bond proposes doubling Pope Elementary School capacity

Sunrise Elementary fi rst grader Camryn Ghorley works on a class 
assignment. The school enrolled nearly 100 more students last 
year than the building was designed for.

continued on page 9

“Everywhere you look there 
is growth.”

Melanie Helle
Principal

Northwood Elementary

days are long gone, Helle said. “Now 
everything is occupied, along with some 
classes in portables.”

Fifth-grade classes, music class, and the 
QUEST program for highly capable stu-
dents all meet in the temporary instruc-
tional spaces.

“It would be nice to have all of our teach-
ers in the building for collaboration,” 
Helle said.

The crowding is a precursor to the explo-
sive growth on the way.

“The school hasn’t seen the impact yet of 
the large numbers of families that will be 
moving into the units under construction 
or in the planning and permitting phases,” 
Devereux said.

Like Firgrove Elementary, even with the 
best of care, Northwood Elementary is 
showing its age.

Students and staff still walk on the origi-
nal orange and gold carpeting from when 
the building opened in 1974. After 41 
years, and despite efforts to keep it clean, 
the carpet has worn thin and is frayed in 
some places.

The linoleum gym fl oor has also sepa-
rated over the years and cracked along the 

conditioning is intermittent in at least 
four classrooms, the library, and the main 
offi ce.

Because school cafeterias were not 
included in the school designs years ago, 
Northwood Elementary food service 
workers serve lunch in the hallway lead-
ing to the gym. There are spills on the 
fl oor and carpet daily, Helle said.

“The worst is when we get brownies 
ground into the carpet,” she said.

A new school would be built with a caf-
eteria and feature an adequately sized food 
service area, Helle said.

The proposed Northwood Elementary 
replacement and expansion project would 
begin design work in January 2016, start 
construction in February 2018, and be 
complete by August 2019.

Sunrise Elementary School

Proposal: Replace the school with a 
new structure on the same campus site 
and enlarge it to serve nearly 300 more 
students (large enough to hold about four 
classrooms for each grade level).

This past school year, Sunrise Elementary 
served nearly 100 more students than the 
building was designed for, resulting in 
crowded hallways, classrooms, and park-
ing lots. 

The cramped quarters has put small-group 
instruction space at a premium. Support 
staff, including those who help struggling 
readers, are assigned any available spaces, 
including the princi-
pal’s offi ce, to provide 
instruction. 

In addition to being 
crowded, the school 
design is outdated 
and doesn’t support 
advancing technology or best education 
practices, says Principal Lisa McNamara.

Sunrise Elementary opened in 1973 and 
had a separate building and covered play 
shed added four years later. The school 
has never been remodeled in its 42-year 
history.

“It’s a tired old building,” said Chief Op-
erations Offi cer Rudy Fyles.

Classes are spread out between the main 
building and detached temporary learning 
spaces (portable classrooms), with some 
classes inside the building and others, 
such as music and some support services, 
in the portable classrooms. This is not 
conducive, McNamara said, to best educa-
tion teaching and learning practices. 

Kindergarten classrooms, which are more 
spacious than a typical elementary class-

room and have restrooms and sinks for 
younger students, are located at the front 
of the school next to the busy parking lot 
rather than inside the building near the 
offi ce.

“Our youngest students are the ones 
walking the furthest to go to lunch, to the 
library, and to the offi ce,” said McNama-
ra, who shares her offi ce with the assis-
tant principal and any small instructional 
groups that need a place to meet.

The school was built without a cafeteria, 
and the only available space to serve 

lunch is in the library, 
McNamara said. Students 
wind their way around 
bookshelves to reach the 
lunch line and then bal-
ance their entrees, salad, 
apples, and milk cartons 
on plastic trays as they 

return, sometimes outdoors in the rain, to 
their classrooms.

Food spills on the library carpet are 
recurrent, McNamara said, with pears, 
pancakes, hamburgers, or pizza landing 
on the fl oor next to the books at least once 
a week. While the school custodian does 
a good job cleaning, she said it’s not easy 
cleaning sticky pancake syrup off the 
carpet.

Lead food server Lori Bachman, who 
has worked at Sunrise Elementary for 
the past 16 years, said a designated lunch 
room space in the proposed new school 
would eliminate the problem with spills 
on carpet, as well as disruptions to others 
wanting to use the library.

Supervision on playgrounds is also chal-
lenging, McNamara said, because of the 
layout of the school.

Sunrise Elementary is situated on two 
levels — the school and outdoor covered 
shed play area on the upper level and the 
fi elds below. 

Adults struggle to see all angles of the 
outdoor play areas on both levels, McNa-
mara said, and must keep an especially 
close watch on children in the covered 
play area near the front of the school in 
the event that balls bounce into the main 
parking lot.

Classrooms in general are also smaller in 
size than in most other district schools, 
McNamara said, and are spread out 
throughout the sprawling campus. This 
design also creates security challenges, 
she said.

When the school’s main parking lot fi lls 
during school events such as school 
assemblies or family nights, guests are di-
rected to park on the lower fi eld and walk 
up gravel or steps made of railroad ties to 
reach the school. 

“This isn’t an easy climb, especially for 
our senior citizens,” she said.

Sunrise Elementary has seen a marked 
increase in enrollment from families that 
have moved into the “Villages at South 
Hill” subdivision located directly across 
the street from the school entrance. The 
fi rst phase of the project’s new home 
construction is complete with 148 homes 
built. The rest of the proposed 229 single-
family detached homes are under con-
struction.

The proposed Sunrise Elementary re-
placement and expansion project would 
begin design work in January 2017, start 
construction in February 2019, and be 
complete by August 2020.

edges. “We just wax it in where it’s sepa-
rated,” said Facility Operations Manager 
Vicki Needham.

The school has single-paned windows, its 
heating and cooling system is unreliable, 
and insulation is poor, with some class-
rooms too cold and others too hot, Helle 
said. “It’s hard for students to learn when 
they are too hot or too cold.” she said.

Needham added that the school’s air 

School replacements
continued from page 5

Northwood Elementary fi rst 
grader Kayden Bjorn is among a 
growing student population on 
North Hill.

A school bond package on the Novem-
ber 3, 2015 General Election ballot in-
cludes a proposal to expand and remodel 
Pope Elementary School to accommo-
date projected enrollment growth. 

Pope Elementary was built to serve 
about 550 students and is projected to 
grow signifi cantly in the next fi ve to 10 
years as families move into new housing 
developments in the region.

The expansive “Emerald Pointe” devel-
opment, for example, is under construc-
tion on the far south end of the district 
and falls within the Pope Elementary 
attendance boundary.

The development is part of the Sun-
rise Master Plan community and is the 
largest active residential project in the 
district. More than 300 single-family 

homes and 221 townhomes are planned, 
and many are yet to be built.

Portable classrooms, which are detached 
units that sit on the school property, have 
eased the school’s crowding over the 
years; however, they are not acceptable as 
a long-term housing solution, said Chief 
Operations Offi cer Rudy Fyles.

The temporary units provide a place for 
children to learn, but they have less than 
half of the space needed to fully educate 
students, Fyles said. Students housed in 
portable classrooms still need to come in-
side the main school building to go to the 
library, gym, specialist rooms, computer 
lab, and restrooms.

“The extra students put a strain on those 
Pope Elementary students fi ll the school foyer during lunch service 
as guests try to enter and exit the building. 
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support spaces inside the building,” he 
said.

The proposed expansion, including a 
planned two-story classroom addition on 
the north end of the existing building, 
would double the school’s enrollment ca-
pacity. The school would have 44 home 
rooms, or approximately six classes per 
grade level.

The larger school size of 44 home rooms 
is designed to accommodate high growth 
in the area, including about 2,000 homes 
yet to be built in the Sunrise Master Plan 
community on the southeast edge of the 
district.

On a typical day this past year at Pope 
Elementary, visitors who entered the 
school between 11:30 a.m. and noon 
routinely found themselves dodging long 
lines of students being served lunch in 
the main foyer.

While the school does its best to stagger 
students moving through the line, there 
are as many as 90 kindergartners, fi rst 
graders, and second graders in the lobby 
at one time, said former Principal Dave 
Sunich.

Sunich served the past several years as 
Pope Elementary principal before being 
reassigned this year as principal at Puyal-
lup High School.

The crowding in the lobby and surround-
ing halls is compounded, Sunich said, 
when students in older grades fi le through 
the area on their way to and from the gym, 
music, recess, or library.

Lunches routinely spill on the fl oor, espe-
cially when younger students are so close 
together in line while trying to balance 
their food trays at the same time, Sunich 
said. A student who buys hot lunch can 
spend as much as 15 minutes of a 30-min-
ute lunch break simply getting through the 
line.

Noise from lunch carts rolling across the 
tile fl oor and from students in the lunch 
lines are also disruptive to nearby classes, 
teachers say. 

“We want to be a welcoming school, but 
our biggest lunch is served at the same 
time as many parents come in to pick up 
students or drop off lunches that children 
forgot at home,” Sunich said. “It’s hard to 
get to the offi ce through all of the kids.”

A cafeteria and lunch-service area is in-
cluded in the proposed classroom addition 
and expansion project.

The larger school would also support 
more collaboration between teachers since 

grade levels could be grouped together, 
Sunich said. It would also have desig-
nated spaces for small group instruction 
and could support technology similar to 
what is available in newer schools.

In addition to providing more class-
room space, the bond project proposes 
expanding the bus loop and increasing 
the number of parking spaces to accom-
modate the increased student capacity at 
the school.

“The larger parking lot would be a 
tremendous improvement,” Sunich said. 
“We always have a long line of cars 
picking up students, and at times they 
back up onto the busy street.”

While the new school would address 
projected enrollment growth, Sunich said 
it would also “bring more pride to the 
school.”

Pope Elementary opened in 1981. New 
carpet, paint, lighting, and improved 
heating and cooling systems were 
included in $3 million of improvements 
funded as part of the 2004 school bond 
measure.

The proposed Pope Elementary bond 
project would begin the design process 
in January 2017. Construction would 
begin in February 2019 and be fi nished 
in time for students to occupy their new 
classrooms on the fi rst day of school in 
September 2020. 

Signs of growth are in all four corners of the 55-square-mile Puyallup School District, 
which serves more than 22,250 students in 32 schools. Puyallup is the eighth largest 
school district in Washington state and the second largest in Pierce County.

Residential new construction within the district is one of several factors that contribute 
to enrollment growth. The district’s Facilities Planning Department tracks all proposed 
and active housing projects from start to fi nish to determine when and where growth is 
occurring and plan for how the new housing will impact student enrollment.

There are more than 3,500 new housing units planned in the Puyallup School District, 
including single-family homes, duplexes, townhomes, condominiums, and apartments.
Photos and detailed information about these projects are on the school district website. 
Information includes the name of the development, its location, the number of units 
proposed, the project status, and which elementary, junior high, and high schools are in 
the development’s attendance area.

To learn about housing projects in the Puyallup School District, visit the Facilities 
website map page at http://psd3.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html. On the Home page, 
click the icon titled “Housing Projects in the Puyallup School District.”

Photos (top to bottom): “Emerald Pointe” at Sunrise continues 
to build homes on the far south end of the district and has signs 
posted showing where roads will replace trees in the expansive 
housing development; mounds of dirt will be replaced with homes 
across the street from Sunrise Elementary in the “Villages at 
South Hill” development; a “SOLD” sign marks the spot where a 
home will be built in the “Puyallup Highlands” east of Shaw Road 
Elementary; and construction workers clear land on North Hill for 
the “Arbors at Edgewood,” which will feature 254 apartment units 
on property formerly used as a fl ower farm.  

Online maps show housing 
projects under way across district

Bond proposes Pope 
Elementary expansion 
and renovation
continued from page 8

of children from low-income families. 
The money is used to provide academic 
support in subjects such as reading and 
math to help ensure that all children 
meet challenging state academic stan-
dards.

Title II grant money pays for teacher 
training programs, while Title III funding 
is spent on the district’s English Language 
Learners (ELL) program.

The state auditor also reviewed all fi nan-
cial transactions related to federal money 
given to the district to improve Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) programs. The 
Perkins grant reviewed during the audit 
is used to purchase equipment, as well 
as to pay for professional subscriptions 
to acquire staff training and curriculum 
materials.

Emerald Ridge High, for example, pur-
chased several fl ight simulators with the 
grant money in the 2013-14 school year 
for its aviation program — the only one of 
its kind in the district. The program is part 
of the district’s CTE offerings.

Junior Connor Millett fl ew over Mt. Rain-
ier last spring in a six-seater twin-engine 
piston Beechcraft 58 Baron. Millett, who 
aspires to be a pilot, safely took off and 
landed his plane in one class period on the 
fl ight simulator.

Clean state audit
continued from page 1
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Walker High graduate fi nds success as veterinary nurse 

continued on page 11

At 17 years old, “Speedy” the cat was a 
bit under the weather and needed some 
fl uid to get back to feeling like his normal 
self.

Walker High graduate Megan Renshaw 
joined staff members at the Animal 
Health Care Center of Renton to help the 
domestic short-haired cat feel comfortable 
as fl uids were administered subcutane-
ously (under its skin and absorbed into the 
blood stream).

Renshaw gently petted the animal and 
talked to him in a calming voice as the 
procedure got under way.

Once Speedy was comfortable, Renshaw 
moved to another exam table nearby to do 
a well-check on Emma Rose, a Yorkshire 
terrier. She checked the canine’s teeth 
and listened to her heartbeat as the pup 
wagged its tail and looked wide-eyed at 
its surroundings.

“I love caring for animals,” she said. “It’s 
therapeutic to watch them feel better.”

The 19-year-old Renshaw, who gradu-
ated from Walker High School in January 
2014, has since excelled in her post-sec-
ondary education and career.

She enrolled after graduation in cosmetol-
ogy school in Seattle, but learned after 
two months that standing on her feet all 
day, being surrounded by strong hair 
chemicals, and driving from Puyallup to 
Seattle and back home in traffi c each day 
was physically taxing.

The 19-year-old was 
diagnosed six years ago 
with fi bromyalgia, a physi-
cal disorder characterized 
by widespread musculo-
skeletal pain and fatigue. 
Research shows that 
symptoms sometimes begin 
after a physical trauma, and 
Renshaw said hers started 
after a hard fall while 
snowboarding.

Renshaw searched online 
to determine if there was 
another career that would 
better match her interests, 
her health needs, and her 
desire to be at home more 
with her 2-year-old daugh-
ter, Alexis.

The young mother settled 
on a career as a veterinar-
ian, enrolled at the Pima 
Medical Institute in Seattle, 
and in eight short months 
successfully earned her vet-
erinary assistant certifi ca-
tion.

She also started a new 
medicine that has con-
trolled her fi bromyalgia 
symptoms and left her feel-
ing the best she has felt in years, she said.

Not long after completing her certifi ca-
tion, Renshaw received an invitation to 
interview with the Animal Health Care 

Center of Renton.

Renshaw had submitted her resume 
to three veterinary-related businesses, 
including the one in Renton, as a require-

ment for an internship she participated in 
at a local animal hospital.

“Two days after I sent my resume I got a 
call, and two days after the interview they 
offered me the job,” she said. “Everything 
moved so fast.”

As a full-time veterinary nurse, Renshaw 
makes appointments, checks in patients, 
and monitors pets’ vitals such as their 
blood pressure and heart rate during surgi-
cal procedures.

She plans to continue to work full time 
at the animal center while taking the next 
step in her career path — enrolling in an 
online program to become certifi ed as a 
veterinary technician.

Once completed, she said she will be able 
to do more advanced procedures at the 
animal center, such as assisting with inter-
nal medicine, surgeries, and dental work. 
It takes about seven months, she said, to 
complete the certifi cation classes.

Lacee Laux, offi ce manager at the Animal 
Health Care Center, said Renshaw has 
been a welcome addition to the staff. The 
clinic treats animals such as dogs, cats, 
gerbils, rabbits, and guinea pigs.

“She has been doing very well,” Laux 
said. “She is a valuable member of our 
team and has a bright future.”

Renshaw’s success since high school 
comes as no surprise to Walker High 

income families. 

“College Access (Corps) started as a way 
to connect some of our students with 
mentors who were willing to plant the 
idea of school after high school,” Julian 
said. “As we began our fi rst session of 
mentoring, we found that our Pierce 
(College) mentors were not only talking 
to our students about college but also 
making connections with our kids and 
building relationships that have impacted 
our students in numerous ways.”

One Pierce College student, for ex-
ample, attended the elementary school’s 
monthly “RAH” assembly to support the 
Ridgecrest Elementary student she men-
tored. The monthly assemblies highlight 
and celebrate students, Julian said.

“What our Pierce (College) mentor did 
not know is the impact she made by 
showing up to the RAH assembly and 
what this meant to a student who had 
been in and out of foster care and in des-
perate need of positive attention,” Julian 
said. “That day our Ridgecrest student 
learned that others do care and want 
nothing but the best for them.”

As the program coordinator, McDaniel 
met with college student volunteers to 
plan weekly activities, answer questions, 
and assure that each one completed the 
process to become an approved Puyal-
lup School District volunteer. She also 
attended each of the Friday one-hour 
sessions to help as needed.

Ridgecrest Elementary counselor Danetta 
Nelson also met with each college 

student and assisted during the weekly 
activities, which culminated at the end 
of the year with a fi eld trip to the college 
campus.

Students did a scavenger hunt during their 
college campus tour, played a game in 
which they answered questions based on 
the tour, visited a science class, and hiked 
on a trail behind the campus as part of an 
ecology tour led by Pierce College biol-
ogy instructor Scott Sweet. 

During their fi nal meeting of the year, 
Ridgecrest Elementary students fi lled out 
a College Access Corps survey to help 
organizers understand what they had 
learned.

Survey results were promising, with 81 
percent of the students noting they had a 
greater understanding of what it takes to 
go to college, McDaniel said.

An open-ended survey question also asked 
students to write one thing they learned 
about college through participation in the 
program.

Comments ranged from “It’s important 
to go to college” and “It’s not as hard as 
it seems,” to “It’s fun” and “That if you 
work hard, then you will do very well in 
life.”

Many of the nearly 30 college coaches 
who volunteered with the program last 
year are interested in pursuing careers in 
education or related fi elds such as social 
work, McDaniel said. Several of them are 
also involved in Pierce College student 
leadership.

During one of the weekly lunch meetings 
last spring, Pierce College coach Tim 
Magin and several other coaches talked 

with elementary students about what they 
like to do after school, as well as how they 
study for tests.

Magin, who graduated from Emerald 
Ridge High School in 2013, is eyeing a 
career as an elementary school teacher.

Coach Anna Palmer, who graduated in 
June from Emerald Ridge High, is a regu-
lar Friday volunteer and also helped tutor 
a Ridgecrest Elementary student in math 
last year.

“I enjoy being involved in my commu-
nity, and I love kids,” Palmer said. “I’m 
a coach for these kids, but I’m also their 
friend. We can laugh together about little 
girl things and just have fun.”

McDaniel praised the inaugural year and 

said she looks forward to its continuation 
at Ridgecrest Elementary in 2015-16. 

“It has been very positive working with 
Ridgecrest Elementary,” McDaniel said. 
“The kids and coaches have been having 
an amazing time meeting with each other, 
and seeing the program grow on both 
ends due to its positivity is an example 
of this.”

As for Friedlander and Diamond, the two 
11-year-olds who participated last year, 
both say they are excited to sign up again 
this fall.

“I really loved getting to know about 
college,” Diamond said. “I’m looking 
forward to what a future career could be 
and looking forward to going to college. 
It really sounds amazing.”

College partnership
continued from page 3

Ridgecrest Elementary students (from left with basketball) Rulon 
Horsley and Jeremiah Evans shoot hoops during recess with 
Pierce College students (from left) Riley Houser and Tim Magin.

Walker High graduate and veterinary nurse 
Megan Renshaw prepares to check a 
Yorkshire terrier’s teeth.



School District.

This year Tate will serve as the council’s outgoing 
president and secretary. Since 2004 she has also helped 
as its auction chair, co-membership chair, school district 
liaison, and webmaster.

Tate’s calendar has been just as full the past 11 years 
volunteering with the Washington State PTA. This past 
year, the Puyallup resident served as a leadership director, 
“PTA & the Law” training presenter, and an executive 
committee board member.

She will continue to serve this year as the state’s leader-
ship director, overseeing trainings for all elected PTA 
offi cers in Washington and helping with the annual state 
convention next spring.

Tate has also agreed to serve on more than a dozen other 
state PTA posts since 2004, including vice president, 
Region 5 director, and membership director.

Districtwide, the Puyallup resident served on the 2003 
and 2012 superintendent search committees. She also 
helped over the years with the elementary and junior high 
boundary committees, as well as a parent involvement 
policy committee, health policy committee, and safety 

advisory committee.

Passionate about reading, Tate began in 2010 and 
continues today as a volunteer with the Communities In 
Schools Good Samaritan Readers program. She started 
her service at Karshner Elementary and continues this 
year helping Sunrise Elementary students.

Volunteers like Tate commit one hour each week to help stu-
dents in grades one through three who struggle with reading.

“Once you get kids to realize what reading is and you 
make it something they want to do rather than a chore, 
you get them hooked forever,” Tate said.

Tate has won numerous awards and recognitions, includ-
ing a Zeiger Elementary, Ballou Junior High, and Puyal-
lup PTA Council Golden Acorn Award. This top PTA 
award is presented to a volunteer in recognition of his or 
her dedication and service to children and youth.

Tate said she is proud that lines of communication have 
been opened over the years between the school district, 
PTA groups, and parents.

“We want to be a resource to help parents navigate the 
waters of public education so it’s less scary when they 
fi rst come into the system,” she said. “The wonderful 
thing about PTA is there is always a place for anyone 
who wants to volunteer or needs help.”

State recognizes PTA leader 
continued from page 2

The district has made it easier for families and commu-
nity members, especially those who don’t have Internet 
access at home, to search the district website for informa-
tion and access documents such as volunteer applications 
and voter registration forms.

Computer kiosks — computer screens mounted on stands 
— are being installed throughout the district in school 
offi ce entries and at several support buildings, including 
the administrative offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

Plans are to have all 37 kiosks installed in schools and 
support buildings by early this fall, said Kylie Rosado, 
application analyst with the district’s Information Tech-
nology Center. Rosado is managing the kiosk project.

With a touch of the screen, students, parents, and com-
munity members can search the Puyallup School District 
website to access information and documents such as 

student grades and assignments, district videos, news, 
events calendars, voter registration forms, bus routes, and 
school Web pages.

The district’s Information Tech-
nology Center staff will track 
how often the kiosks are used 
this year. Depending on that 
data, the district may consider 
locating kiosks in some com-
munity locations such as the 
mall, apartment complexes, and 
grocery stores, Rosado said.

Randy Averill, executive 
director of technology services 
added, “The kiosks will serve 
as a great communication tool 
for parents.”

Computer kiosks enhance communication 
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Graduate profi le
continued from page 10

teacher Jodi Boyd.

In high school, Boyd remembers Renshaw as a “very 
dedicated student and mother.”

Renshaw gave birth to her daughter in January of her ju-
nior year. After being alienated by her long-time friends, 
she enrolled at Walker High.

“The teachers and the students weren’t judgmental, and 
I connected right away with several of the girls there,” 
Renshaw said. “It just felt so com-
fortable to be there, and I had better 
grades than I ever had before.”

The teen graduated with a 3.4 grade 
point average and was one of only 
fi ve Walker High students and 65 
high school students districtwide to 
be honored as an outstanding senior.

During a standing-room-only cere-
mony recognizing the Outstanding 65 
Seniors at a Puyallup School Board 
meeting, Walker High Principal Alicia Nosworthy read 
the following faculty comment about Renshaw, which 
was written by Boyd and printed in a booklet of biogra-
phies about the honored seniors: 

“Megan is a true inspiration to others, having risen above 
the many obstacles in her personal life to achieve suc-
cess and earn her diploma,” Boyd wrote. “What is most 
impressive is her integrity, dedication, and desire to be 
the very best that she can be at every task she sets her 
mind to.”

Boyd continued, “Megan’s compassion for others, faith, 
and work ethic will lead her to many successes in life.”

Renshaw credits her mother, as well as her boyfriend 
Jacob, who is Alexis’s father, for helping to care for the 
baby while she attended school. She met her boyfriend in 
eighth grade, she said, and they continue to be a couple 
and spend as much time as possible together with their 
daughter.

“I’m so happy,” she said. “I couldn’t have done it without 
all the support I received from my family and Walker 
High School.”

Legislators serving within school district boundaries 

2nd District

25th District

31st District

Below are the names, contact information, and photos of the nine state senators and representatives who serve constituents within the Puyallup School District. 
The district covers 55 square miles from Edgewood on the north to South Hill on the south, with the Puyallup Valley and Waller Road area in between. Commu-
nity members are encouraged to contact their local legislators with questions or concerns, including those related to education issues.

photos courtesy of 
Legislative Support Services

Sen. Randi Becker (R)

P.O. Box 40402
Olympia, WA 98504
randi.becker@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7602

Rep. Graham Hunt (R)

P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504
graham.hunt@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7824

Rep. J.T. Wilcox (R)

P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504
jt.wilcox@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7912

Sen. Bruce Dammeier (R)

P.O. Box 40425
Olympia, WA 98504
bruce.dammeier@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7648

Rep. Melanie Stambaugh (R)

P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504
melanie.stambaugh@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7948

Rep. Hans Zeiger (R)
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504 
hans.zeiger@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7968

Sen. Pam Roach (R)

P.O. Box 40431
Olympia, WA 98504
pam.roach@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7660

Rep. Drew Stokesbary (R)

P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504
drew.stokesbary@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7846

Rep. Christopher Hurst (D)

P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504
christopher.hurst@leg.wa.gov
(360) 786-7866

Megan 
Renshaw



From the time he was in elementary 
school, David Blynov has been a quiet 
leader known for helping others.

In fourth grade, Blynov “set high standards 
for himself both academically and in mak-
ing our classroom a better place,” said his 
elementary school teacher Judy Faubion.

He passed out papers, straightened desks 
and chairs, sharpened pencils, and re-
moved art from classroom walls.

“He was a student with a quiet demeanor 
— kind, and caring,” she said. “He led by 
example.”

In sixth grade, Blynov was selected as a 
member of the school’s “Knights of the 
Round Table.” The group, named after 
the school’s knight mascot, is made up 
of students elected by their classmates to 
attend leadership meetings. Members are 
responsible for assisting at school assem-
blies, planning spirit days, and helping 
with school fundraisers and food drives.

“They work together to make Northwood 
Elementary a better place for all students,” 
said Principal Melanie Helle.

Faubion added, “Our motto at Northwood 
is Northwood Knights are honest, respect-
ful, and responsible. We are knights of 
integrity. David was a true example of a 
Northwood Knight, a student that every 
teacher wishes to have in class.”

The teen’s quiet leadership continued as 
a seventh and eighth grader at Edgemont 
Junior High, where he enters ninth grade 
this fall.

“From the fi rst day of school, he stayed 
after class and stacked desks or shut win-
dows without being asked,” said teacher 
Joan Garrett. “If he noticed a piece of 
paper on the fl oor, he picked it up — in 
class, in the hall, or on his way to PE.”

Blynov also offered last year to help 
students academically, including giving 
them retakes on spelling quizzes, and 
helped new students understand notes and 
classroom procedures, Garrett said.

“He does this because it is his character 
and not for any 
reward … he has a 
strong moral code 
of respect and 
integrity,” Garrett 
said.

The 14-year-old, 
who likes photog-
raphy, volleyball, 
long-boarding, 
and playing the 
alto saxophone 
in band, said he 
is honored to be 
selected one of the 
school district’s 
Everyday Heroes.

“I think it’s re-
ally great, and I’m 
really thankful I 
was nominated for 
this,” he said. “I’d 
like to thank my 
teachers and my 
parents for helping 
me to grow as a 
person.”

Blynov will have an opportunity to serve 
his school in a leadership role again 
this year as a member of the school’s 
F.L.I.G.H.T. leadership team.

The Edgemont Junior High mascot is the 
eagle, and F.L.I.G.H.T. stands for Fo-
cused, Leader, Involved, Goal-Oriented, 
Honest, and Team Player. 

Blynov, who is considering a career as an 
aerospace engineer, received his Edgemont 
Junior High F.L.I.G.H.T. T-shirt at the end 
of the last school year and said he looks 
forward to building school pride this year.

“I want to get everyone involved in the 
school,” he said.

While seven decades have passed since 
he last attended Puyallup High, Edward 
LaCrosse fi nally received his high school 
diploma on June 3 during the Class of 
2015 Senior Awards Night.

Mike Egan, director of global corporate 
affairs at Microsoft and a Puyallup High 
graduate, introduced the 88-year-old 
LaCrosse and shared about his life since 
high school.

“He is a Viking who sat in these very 
chairs some years ago,” Egan said.

Donned in a Puyallup High graduation 
gown and hat, the 1945 graduate fl ashed 
a big smile as he walked on stage, his 
purple and gold cap tassel swinging, to 

receive his diploma.

As more than a dozen of his family 
members cheered, the longtime Viking ap-
proached the podium to thank the school 
and the district for the honor. He also told 
students to keep their career options open. 
“You never know what opportunities may 
arise,” he said.

LaCrosse left Puyallup High School in 
March 1944 at age 17 to join the Navy. 
While working on a Navy ship several 
years later, the then 20-year-old contracted 
tuberculosis and was hospitalized in Cali-
fornia and Washington state.

During his hospital stay, LaCrosse took 
classes to complete his high school 

graduation requirements; 
however, when he returned 
to Puyallup High, he was 
told by the principal that he 
was still one quarter short of 
English credit requirements.

Determined to get his high 
school diploma, LaCrosse 
passed an entrance exam 
and enrolled in Olympic 
Junior College in Bremer-
ton, where he took college 
English and German foreign 
language. After completing 
the classes, he returned to 
Puyallup High and paid $10 
for his diploma; however, it 
never arrived in the mail.

LaCrosse continued his 
education anyway, earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology at University 
of Washington, a master’s 
degree in special educa-
tion at Western Washington 
College of Education, and a 

doctorate in special education from Teach-
ers College, Columbia University.

He went on to teach and serve as an 
administrator at a number of schools and 
universities, including Newark State Col-
lege, Long Beach State College, Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center, and the 
University of South Dakota.

LaCrosse also served as an education 
consultant for a long list of organizations 
and committees, including the U.S. Offi ce 
of Education Bureau of Education for the 
Handicapped, the National Association 
for Retarded Children, and the President’s 
Committee on Mental Retardation.

“It feels wonderful to fi nally have my high 
school diploma in hand,” said LaCrosse, 
who lives with his wife, Helen, in Des 
Moines, Wash. “It was a very nice thing 
for Puyallup High School and Mike Egan 
to do.”

At long last, 1945 grad gets high school diploma

Parents can stay up-to-date on a student’s 
attendance, classwork, daily schedule, 
fees, report card, and more on their 
phones, tablets, and other mobile devices.

The “eSchoolPLUS Family” application 
(app), a program licensed through Sun-
Gard company, will be accessible starting 
on August 31.
 
Parents can download the free app to see 
student information formerly only avail-
able by computer through Home Access 
Center. 

“We believe this added convenience will 
be welcomed by families and enable 
them to have information to encour-
age their 
students’ 
academic 
success,” 
said Randy 
Averill, 
executive 
director of 
technology 
services.

Parents and 
students 
who have a mobile device that uses either 
an iOS or Android platform and who have 
a Home Access Center account through 
the school district can search for “eS-
choolPLUS Family” in the device’s app 
store.

Directions for downloading and the link 
to the free app are also on the school 
district website. When opening the app for 
the fi rst time, select the Puyallup School 
District and enter the Home Access Center 
account and password information.

New Family app 
available August 31 
for mobile devices

Edward LaCrosse returns to his 
seat with diploma in hand.
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Editor’s note: This is the next in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles that appear 
in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above and beyond 
to make their school or community a better place. Employees throughout the school 
district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each student nominated is 
featured on the “Everyday Heroes” Web page on the Puyallup School District website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

David Blynov
Grade 8, 2014-15
Edgemont Junior High

David Blynov, a ninth grader this year at Edgemont 
Junior High, has spent his school career helping 
classmates and teachers. This year he will serve on 
the school’s student leadership team.

Puyallup School District Superintendent Tim 
Yeomans congratulates 1945 Puyallup High 
graduate Edward LaCrosse. The 88-year-
old Viking received his high school diploma 
during a school award ceremony in June.


